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MINISTER’S LETTER 

IF YOU AIM AT NOTHING YOU ARE BOUND TO HIT IT: ‘One thing I do, forgetting 

what is behind and straining towards what is ahead’ Phil 3:13 

The memorial statue in Whitby to Captain James Cook carries words from Tennyson’s 
Ulysses: “To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield”. This is a particularly apt tribute 
to the mariner / explorer, who is portrayed holding his charts and navigational 
dividers and looking out across the North Sea with a distinctly determined gaze. In 
three epic voyages Cook was able to chart previously uncharted areas of the Pacific 
and discover land and people where previously none were known. The names of his 
ships, Discovery, Resolution and Endeavour, bear testimony to the scale and nature of 
the venture. As I reflect on the ongoing talk about our five-year plan this statue comes 
close to expressing what venturing into the “unknown” is all about, whether this is 
trying something new or even simply changing an old habit. There needs to be a real 
determination to explore the far reaches of grace and to venture into uncharted 
waters for the sake of the Kingdom of God. 

In light of worrying statistics of decline, the Method Conference has urged us to have 
renewed passion and excitement for mission and discipleship with the catch phrase ‘A 
discipleship – shaped movement’; a journey of faith that has to be fabulously 
enthusiastic and inspirational. For the five-year plan to yield results there needs to be 
a spirit of discovery, resolution and endeavor shown by all of us at Lidgett Park MC 
and not only by those in leadership as we journey with Jesus beyond the safe and 
comfortable waters of our church as it is now to explore new and challenging 
territory, always led by the Holy Spirit. At the beginning of our second year together, it 
is my intention to encourage us in the importance of setting goals and definite plans.  
At the beginning of this new Methodist Connexional year I would like to say thank you 
for the warmth of welcome and for all our collective contribution to the life of our 
church, but also urge each one of us to dream in the indomitable spirit that is 
characteristic to people called Methodists, striving to live true to our DNA of “Holiness 
and Justice”, which is the theme chosen by the president and vice president for 
2016/17.  May we take to heart the statement “If you aim at nothing you are bound to 
hit it” and resolve in this New Year to emulate the words of Apostle Paul to forget 
what is behind and strain towards what is ahead”.  

Wishing you all every blessing,  Daniel 
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WORSHIP IN  SEPTEMBER 

4th Sept 10.30 am Mrs Sue Mason        

    6.30 pm Chapel Allerton  Methodist Church 

11th Sept 10.30 am Mr Ted Britton 

    6.30 pm Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion 

18th Sept 10.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion &  

        Dedication of Patoral VIsitors 

    6.00 pm Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Circuit Service 

25th Sept 10.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Harvest Festival  

    6.30 pm Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Ecumenical Service 

PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
Published simultaneously in the magazines of our Covenanting Churches, St Andrew’s 
URC and St Edmund’s CoE 
 
New Year  
‘What is that?’  I hear you say!  
‘What happened to Christmas?’ Are you moaning or rejoicing with that thought. 
Well, September is the New Year for Methodists, when all new presbyteral, ministerial 
posts begin. Just imagine a day in August when all those Methodist Ministers moving 
to a new Circuit move house. – one out, one in….. 
 
We are all serving in Christ’s ministry aren’t we? So if September is a new beginning for 
you in your deepening discipleship, or you wish it to be so, then each day in September 
take a new step forward. Take a few moments to dwell on the story of the little boy 
who carefully bent down, scooped up a starfish, ran to the water’s edge and threw it as 
far as he could into the sea. Then he ran back up the beach, scooped up a starfish, and 
threw it into the sea. He ran up back and scooped up another…….. Well you can read 
the rest yourselves. When a passer-by remarked forlornly that he couldn’t save all the 
stranded starfish on the beach – the little boy scooped up yet another and replied 
calmly, ‘no, but I can make a difference to this one’.  
Pray God you can make a new little difference each day of this harvest month. 
 
Amen  
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REPORTS ON PROJECT EVENTS 

Flower Festival 21st—23rd July 2016. 

For the second time Lidgett Park hosted a Flower Festival in aid of the current church 
project. It was open to the public from 10.00am-4.00pm on each of the three days.  
During that time a steady flow of people came to look round.  Entrance to the Festival 
was free but colourful buckets were strategically placed suggesting donations. 

This year there were flower displays from countries around the world which included:  

South Africa, Australia, Egypt, Ecuador, Kenya, France, India, Japan, Great Britain, 
Bangladesh, Poland, Honduras/E Salvador and Italy.  To help in recognising which 
country was depicted there was a flag cleverly made by Val Faint. 

Children who use the premises and members’ grandchildren also made flags out of 
flowers and these were very cleverly done.  Congratulations to those who were in-
volved. 

There was also a quiz, the answers to which were plant-related (very loosely in some 
cases) and visitors chatted to each other whilst trying to solve these.  They weren’t 
easy! 

The Chancel area had been turned into an attractive café where cream teas were 
served throughout the day.  Thanks are due to the many ladies who buttered scones 
and served the clientele, washed up and always with a smile! 

The thought and imagination which went into the arrangements by some very talented 
ladies (and two gentlemen) is to be applauded.  I expect there were many meetings, 
sleepless nights and hours of preparation which went into making the Festival such a 
success and the following people deserve our thanks and gratitude:  Ruth Albiges, 
Doreen Aldridge, Gill and Andy Cooper, Val Faint, Audrey Gabbitas, Hilary Halliwell, 
Anne Hardiman, Stephanie Haydock (and Barbara), Margaret Huskisson, Margaret Lee, 
Jan Sanders, Sue and Alan Wittrick.  Also Christine Hinchcliffe from St Edmund’s and 
Margaret Squires from St Andrew’s.   

The grand total raised for our two projects ‘Christian Aid and Christians Against Pov-
erty’ was £1,427. 

Well done to you all!  What a magnificent effort. 

See below for pictures of some of the flower arrangements.  Watch the Link for future 
pictures. 

An appreciation 

I would just like to thank everyone involved in the Flower Festival in July.  On entering 

the church we were given a friendly welcome, saw a beautiful array of displays each  
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representing a different country, had two quizzes to tease our brains and were served 

with scones, drinks and pleasant conversation. Unfortunately I was unable to be at the 

service on Sunday morning but I have heard that it was a wonderful service of worship 

for all ages.  

I know a great deal of effort went into this Festival to raise money for our two church 

projects-which it did –but it also offered an opportunity for people outside our church 

to see what Lidgett has to offer as a lovely church building, but more importantly, as a 

place where people are welcomed  and  valued.  It was much appreciated. 

Barbara Belsham and Christian and Thomas Field ( who particularly enjoyed the quiz 

and the scones). 

All the displays were so good that it would be invidious to select just one or two so I am 

going to put them all in subsequent issues over the next few months. We start with the 

displays contributed by our sister churches (St Andrews and St Edmunds) because they 

are a symbol of the way our churches work together to support each other. Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This flag was made by the 3rd Roundhay Brownies. 

Well Done! Ed. 
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The Young Musician’s Concert 

Once again we are indebted to David and Margaret Wilkes for organising a splendid 

concert of young talent. The programme had something for everyone and again we 

were impressed by the dedication and professionalism of the young people who came 

to entertain us. Alice Maslin brought us pieces by Bach, Chopin, Brahms and Debussy 

on the piano. The violinists Hannah and Sophia Wakefield played for us music from 

Leclair, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert and Elgar. Gemma Sheenan-Dare entranced us 

with music by CPE Bach, Debussy and Fauré. However, the person who really held my 

attention was Mark Leighton on his classical guitar. I was transfixed as I watched the 

way he played, bringing us music by Ponce, Bach, Tarrega and Ryan. It was a wonderful 

evening which raised £520 and thank you to the young people for all the hard work. 

Swing Dance (money raised for the two charities £764) 

Who says that we at Lidgett are a stuffy lot? You should have seen us dancing the night 

away with the Little Big Band and the Swing Dance Duo at the Queen’s Hall, Immacu-

late Heart Church. If you don’t believe me see the pictures: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Margaret Farrar and Becky Todd for organising such an enjoyable evening. 
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Once again, many thanks to all our many friends from Oakwood Church, Lidgett Park 
and from the villages of Thorner and Shadwell and the rest of the Leeds North and 
East Circuit who have supported our fund raising events during the last Connexional 
year. 

Our last event, the July Summer Fayre, was for our own church funds; this was a 
great success held in the morning as we did last year. We were blessed with lovely 
weather enabling us to have tables for coffee outside so folk could enjoy our lovely 
enclosed walled garden at its best.  Many thanks to all who came, it was lovely to see 
you.   We raised over £364:00.  This wonderful total would have been impossible 
without your loyal support. Thank You!!! 

Our next coffee morning will be held on Saturday Sept 17th from 10-12noon, in aid of 
St Gemma’s Hospice.  We will be having our usual cake stall, bric-a-brac stall and our 
famous bacon butties so do join us if you can and help us raise a lot of money for this 
very worthwhile causes.   

Please make a note in your diaries of our Autumn Fayre which will take place on 
Saturday November 19th from 10-12 noon.  All the usual stalls plus extra items 
running up to Christmas. 

It just remains for us here in Thorner to wish you all  a very blessed new Connexional 
year. 

Ann Johnson Thorner Senior Church Steward 

Tel. 0113 289 3532 

THORNER BROADSHEET 

QUIZ: WHAT’S IN A NAME (answers on page 27) 

The people below have all changed their names in pursuit of fame and fortune. By 

what name are they better known? 

1. Annie Mae Bullock 2. Marion Morrison  3. Jennifer Anastassakis 

4. Thomas Mapoter lV 5. Norma Jean Baker  6. Walter Wilson 

7. Frederick Austerlitz 8. Joyce Frankenberger 9. Reg Dwight 

10. Cherilyn Sarkisian 
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Thorner Methodist Church 
  Main Street, Thorner, Leeds LS14 3BU  

 

 

 

 

Fund Raising Events Programme for 2017 

All Saturday events  

  Date                          Time                      Event 

Jan 21st   10-12noon   AFC/MHA                                                                                                                      

Mar 18TH   10-12noon               Missions 

May 20TH    10-12noon             Martin House   

July 1st                    10-12noon             Summer Fayre TMC Funds 

Sept 16th      10-12noon             St Gemma’s     

Sun Oct 1st                  12 noon              Harvest Lunch All We Can fund 

Nov  18th    10-12 noon        Christmas Fayre TMC Funds  

Please support these events. We look forward to seeing you! 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP  

Meeting alternate Thursdays at 7.45 pm in the Community Hall.   Please come and 
join us.   Interesting Speakers, friendly conversation and refreshments provided for 
the princely sum of £3.00 per Meeting. 

15th Sept.  Blue Watch from Moortown Fire Station will be coming.   Hopefully,  
  they won't get a "call-out" mid talk! 

29th Sept.    Maggie Poppa "Staying at the Real Marigold Hotel".    Maggie has  
  been to us before and we welcome her back with her latest story. 

 Lynne Pullein  
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A PERSONAL REFLECTION 

Of all the thoughts that go through your mind when you are handed your newborn son 

I don’t think it occurred to me that some 32 years later I would be attending his gay 

marriage. Yet that is what happened to us in late June this year. 

It wasn’t a furtive little ceremony in some council backroom but a full celebration in a 

public venue in the heart of Edinburgh. There was a large contingent from both fami-

lies and many friends from school, university and work. We had a cheerful registrar 

that married them under the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Act 2014, read-

ings by the family, a meal, wedding cake, and an evening disco with dancing for more 

friends. 

Even the most bigoted person would have found it hard not to be moved by their obvi-

ous ease in each other’s presence, their love and commitment to a long term legal 

relationship. It’s a pity the church was absent. 

When he first came out to us some 8 years ago, I had the most horrendous 48 hours of 

my life while I wrestled with the dilemma that either the Bible was wrong in its view of 

homosexuality as an abomination or I had given birth to a freak. Looked at soberly he 

is plainly not a freak on all other counts. Did that mean that the Bible was wrong? I’m 

not fully certain of my answer to that. Some Christian churches say that he should re-

pent and give up his evil ways. I didn’t see anything evil that Saturday. 

Do I wish he was straight? Yes, if I’m honest. Who wants your son to be in a potentially 

persecuted minority – my generation remembers shabby compromising photos, ille-

gality and blackmail. I worry about him being the butt of snide and hurtful remarks and 

am very aware that he could be sentenced to death in several countries. However, I 

have learnt that his gay status is a fact, however poorly understood, and not a choice. I 

applaud his honesty in coming out. It wasn’t easy for any of us. 

It is always difficult when theology, culture and The Word of God crash together but 

every Sunday we meet in church and affirm ‘God is Love’ and ‘God loves everybody 

equally’. God may do so, but his church seems less certain. 

We saw love, hope and joy that Saturday. The State was present to affirm and support 

their relationship but the church couldn’t be and that seems a pity. 

Liz Pearson 
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FRED LANGLEY 25TH JULY 1924—16TH JULY 2016 

We all felt saddened at the loss of Fred over the summer. He had been such an  

important part of life at Lidgett for so many years and a good friend to so many of us. 

The church benefited from his financial expertise, his enthusiasm for fund raising for 

the charities we support each year and his organisational skills.  He was a man of great 

generosity of spirit and compassion. There were many things about orthodox Christian 

teaching that he questioned, but he was someone whose life and relationships were 

modelled on the way of Jesus. There follows a personal tribute which gives one 

example of how Fred’s friendship meant so much to so many. Editor. 

MY APPRECIATION OF FRED LANGLEY by Ron Gelsthorpe 
 
Fred and I had been involved in a number of Church activities before we both retired, 
aged 65, in 1990.  Many will recall, with pleasure, the history, mystery car tours that he 
set up and, of course, the puzzles and quizzes that Fred exercised our brains with over 
the years. Many other aspects of Fred's influence on people’s lives have been 
recounted recently and he certainly had influence on mine. 
 
He suggested we both take up golf and we duly bought a half set of clubs apiece, 
though Fred had a driver. We also purchased a book and a video on the subject and set 
about learning how to play at the small Brandon Course in Shadwell. After a few forays 
there we started to get some sort of hang of the business and one day when we were 
at the longest hole Fred said, "Why don't you have a go with the driver?”  I had never 
had one in my hands before but said I'd have a go. The distance was about 220 yards 
and a small stream had to be crossed. I set the ball up and had a few practice swings 
and drove off and the unbelievable happened, the ball soared up towards the 
boundary fence, curved back, dropped on the edge of the green, rolled up to the pin 
and dropped in the hole, a hole in one, something some golfers never achieve. There 
was a stunned silence and I said, " Good heavens its gone in.”  Fred in his dry way said, 
" Well, if that is how you are going to go on, you had better buy your own”.  
 
Sometime later an accountant friend of Fred called Jack joined us and started us 

playing at the new course at Oulton.  It was a great course and took around 4 to 5 

hours to get round. There was one hole, No 3, if my memory is right, which I had 

named " Fred's Hazzard" the reason being at that hole there was a small pond, about 

50 yards away that you had clear on the way up a hill and Fred put quite a few in the 

pond. On this particular morning Fred's ball had once again gone in the pond and I teed 

up thinking I'd show him how it was done. I drove off and as it happened I didn't get  
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things quite right and the ball went straight to the pond, but it didn't go in, no, it 

ricocheted off the water and went straight up the hill.  I looked at Fred with an 

apologetic grimace, but Fred was up to the occasion " Why don't you try walking on it" 

was his wry comment. 

Fred's friend Jack moved from Leeds and it was found that there was a vacancy at 
Roundhay and Garth White and Colin Haslingden joined Fred and I there and many 
friendships were formed with other members. Time went and Fred gave up 
playing.  Colin Haslingden moved away and later Colin Watson and Andrew Benson 
made up the Lidgett set. We made friends with another four who I called the Electric 
Four since they had all worked together at Yorkshire Switchgear and many happy hours 
of golf and conversation in the club house followed. I had to give up playing because of 
a medical problem, but still go to the club house for a weekly chat. However, "life like 
an ever flowing stream" took its toll and today only one Electric, Dennis and Lidgett 
Colin still play. It has been for me a very happy retirement time with the golf and 
friendships made and it all started because of Fred. 

QUIZ: FOR FRED (with thanks to Ed Dodman) 

Each clue below represents two words, one of four letters and one of three. The two 

words differ only by the extra letter. As an example; Pointer to a bad deed   Sign Sin G. 

When you have all the extra letters you will find that they spell out the name of a 

place you know well. 

1. Mistake drink 

2. Friend with bucket 

3. Consumed the fruit 

4. Noisy prohibition 

5. We breathe Leeds river 

6. Rotate vase 

7. Tear and fall 

8. Put your car near old boat 

9. Blonde conifer 

10. Fish with headgear 

11. Stone mythical bird 

For answers see page 12 

Quotable quotes 

“Every time you smile at someone it is 

an act of love, a gift to that person, a 

beautiful thing. Peace begins with a 

smile” Mother Teresa  

“The most aggravating thing about the 

younger generation is that I no longer 

belong to it” Albert Einstein 
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THOUGHTS FROM A HOUSE GROUP 

In the Thursday house group we are continuing to study core Christian beliefs with the 

help of Rowan Williams’ book Being Christian. In thinking about the role of Christians 

and the Church in the world Williams borrows from 15th century theologians the idea 

of three aspects of the work of Christ, namely, Christ as Prophet, Priest and King. 

Prophet because a prophet is someone who reminds us of what God calls us to be and 

the standards of God’s love and justice. Priest because a priest is one who interprets 

God to humanity and provides a bridge between humanity and God. King because a 

king is one who rules and Jesus is a king to the extent that he is understood to be the 

living lord of one’s life so that a Christian’s life is thought of as a life under Jesus’ reign, 

which is the kingdom of God. 

So, the life of the Christian is one that should not be afraid to ask awkward questions 

of one another and of our world (the prophet). It should be one that looks towards 

building bridges and repairing shattered relationships (the priest) and it should it 

should be one that looks towards justice and liberty and works to enable society to 

reflect the wisdom and order and justice of the kingdom of God. 

However, all three components are necessary. As Williams put it, if we are only 

prophets we would be in danger of being constantly shrill nay-sayers. Don’t do this, 

don’t do that. If we are only priestly then the danger is of never asking the difficult 

questions but moving on as rapidly as we can towards reconciliation (let’s forget the 

middle bit of being honest about shortcomings and wrongdoing). If we are only 

thinking about kingship, about who rules, then we run the danger of constantly 

thinking in terms of control and problem solving, of denying people the freedom to 

make their own decisions. Quite a tricky balancing act. 

Stan Pearson 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING ECUMENICAL EVENTS  
Big Day Out at Flamingoland September 10th 2016 
 
Please see the notices about this in the church lounge. 
Coach travel is being organised by St. Andrew’s. 
This is an event for families: parents and children; grandparents and grandchildren or 
the whole family unit. Everyone is welcome. 
Please contact me for more information.   Patricia Davies 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY 

[- - - - ]if you are part of a circle of friends, and one of the friends moves away, you lose 

more than just that particular person. If you lose friend A, you also lose, as it were, the 

part of friend B that only friend A could bring out. You can know an individual human 

being better in a community than simply one-on-one. Why? Because one-on-one you 

only see the part of the person that you draw out, and not all the other aspects of him 

or her that are visible in other settings with other people. 

 

Now if it is the case that the fullness of a finite individual human can’t be known and 

drawn out by only one person, how much more true is that of God? Every one of us, 

because of our unique experiences and traits, perceives certain facets of God’s infinite 

beauty and glory. But no one of us can glimpse even a fraction of the whole. Only if you 

worship with others and hear others pray will you begin to get a fuller view of God’s 

magnificence. Solitary faith, something that the Bible knows nothing about, will always 

produce a distorted view of God. 

An extract from the foreword by Timothy Keller in Prayers of the People (2016, ISBN 

978-0-9974289-0-2). Thank you to Irene Rajah for bringing this to my attention. Ed. 

ANSWERS TO ED’S QUIZ IN MEMORY OF FRED. 

1. Slip  Sip      L 

2. Pal   Pail     I 

3. Ate  Date   D 

4. Bang Ban   G 

5. Air  Aire     E 

6. Turn Urn   T 

7. Rip Trip     T 

8. Park Ark    P 

9. Fair Fir      A 

10. Carp Cap  R 

11. Rock Roc  K 

More quotable quotes. 

“I’m afraid biblical charity is more than 

merely giving away that which we could 

afford to do without anyway”  C.S. Lewis 

“If a person doesn’t have something to 

die for, they are not fit to live” Martin 

Luther King Jr. 

“The strange thing is that people are 

satisfied with so little in themselves but 

demand so much of others” Anon 
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Lidgett Park Methodist Church  

Community Hall 

LIDGETT PARK DRAMA GROUP 

presents 

‘PRESCRIPTION  

FOR 

MURDER’ 

by Norman Robbins 

on Friday and Saturday 

23/24 September, 2016 at 7.30pm 

Tickets £6.00 (267 8506) 

by kind permission of samuel french ltd 
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TOWN TRAILS: THANK YOU TO MARGARET SUMMERWILL 

You may be one of the many people from Lidgett and be-
yond who over the last few years has  enjoyed taking part 
in the Town Trails.  We have travelled by train, bus and 
occasionally by car from Ripon to Sandal Magna, from 
Hebdon Bridge to Tadcaster,   then walked through 
streets, parks, shopping precincts, fields  and university 
campuses to learn something of the history, both ancient 
and modern,  of the areas.  We have discovered places in 
our own city which we never knew existed  and seen how, 
over time, buildings have been adapted  for different pur-
poses. We have visited  museums,  churches,  cathedrals, 
universities, castles, former prisons,  art galleries and 
schools making  some fascinating discoveries.    All this has been made possible by the 
excellent leadership of Margaret Summerwill.   

Margaret planned all the trails.  This entailed making at least one visit to every place 
beforehand, researching the history, contacting people in tourist offices, libraries and 
the places of interest, working out appropriate routes and times and costs of travel 
and arranging places for lunch.   On every visit we were given a map of the area and as 
we walked around we were informed about the importance of a building or site, the 
people who had lived or worked there, its significance for the area and how it had 
changed over the years.  All this must have taken a great deal of time and effort  but 
Margaret’s  knowledge and enthusiasm made the trails a memorable  experience for 
us and were much appreciated.   We visited new and familiar places, met new people 
and widened our horizons.  Thank you, Margaret. 

Barbara Belsham 

After the last Town Trail to Otley in June and July we learned that after five years of 
combing West Yorkshire and fringes of North Yorkshire Margaret had decided to put 
her maps and timetables away.    

Our parties were groups of twelve: occasionally one or two more.   We were mostly 
from Lidgett Park but included members from St. Andrew's and some of Margaret's 
friends whom, I'm sure, we shall miss meeting.    

We travelled mostly by public transport armed with our invaluable bus passes.   The 
schedule was meticulously planned for after 9.30am and to avoid higher train fares 
after 4.00 pm.   We have been taken to places we thought we knew (such as 
Knaresborough and Halifax) and learned much more.   We also explored venues such 
as Castleford and Rothwell which don't immediately come to mind for a day out.   Yet 
these proved to be of great interest too.    Each trail took place twice a month but on  
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different days of a week to allow for maximum participation.   An enormous amount of 
time has been spent in research and planning which Margaret has done over many 
hours and days with some help from John.   Everyone was given a map marked with the 
buildings and places of special note.   Margaret set a cracking pace.     Window 
shopping was not allowed and if you missed the bus or train - you caught up.   
Fortunately this didn't happen often.   We soon learned!    

We ate lunch in a variety of places – all interesting – mostly picnics, but also a variety of 
cafés, churches or church halls and, for me, one memorable Wetherspoon's in a former 
Methodist chapel where I had been an usher at a wedding. 

It has been an enormous task.   A simple idea like Topsy, it grew and grew.   But all 
good things to an end.   Thank you Margaret.   You have given us much, not least your 
time, and we are the richer for it.   We hope you enjoyed it all as much as we have. 

Peter C. Harper 

WHAT IS THE POINT OF A MISSION STATEMENT? 

We visited the lovely village of Agnes Burton on a nice summer’s day and thought it 

would be nice to seek the quiet of the Norman church for a bit of quiet reflection. 

There were lots of visitors to the village. We were somewhat disappointed to be con-

fronted by the following: 

The text on the locked and barred entrance reads: Our mission. To provide and ever-

present Christian spiritual focus for the community and offer acceptance, forgiveness 

and hope to all. We live in hope that the next time we might find the gate open. 

Stan Pearson 
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PICNIC IN THE PARK 

Jo Newall writes: 

When (the Rev Dr) Leslie Griffiths was the President of the Conference, his visit to the 

Sheffield District was different. Instead of a big meeting in a church or hall, he suggest-

ed a picnic in the park. 

Various people were given responsibilities for the arrangements. My job was to make 

the sandwiches for the President and invited guests. I enjoy making bread, so this was 

my opportunity to make a colourful spread of open sandwiches served on a large tray, 

for the ten people involved. 

After the official meeting and informal chatting, it was time for tea. 

The President’s wife could not stay as she had to get back to London, so the Chairman’s 

wife drove her to the station. 

      ( ……. and then there were 8) 

The Lord Mayor of Sheffield and his wife had to go to watch their son play in a football 

match, so could not stay for tea. 

      (…….. and then there were 6) 

The Bishop of Doncaster and his wife had to go off for tea at an Anglican gathering. 

      (…….. and then there were 4) 

The Chairman, the President, my husband and I could hardly do justice to enough sand-

wiches, crisps, cake and juice for ten! The President saved the day. He said, “Highways 

and byways”, and disappeared! 

After a few minutes he returned with half a dozen children from the flats which sur-

rounded the park and with whom he had been playing football after the meeting. 

Those children sat with us on the grass and enjoyed all the food they were offered, po-

litely and without any fuss. We all enjoyed each other’s company. Before they went, 

the children thanked us and asked whether they could take the colourful napkins with 

them as a remembrance of their picnic. 

This was a feast indeed! 

With thanks to Jan Rippin for providing this story- Ed. (see Luke 14: 16-24) 
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Mrs D’S DIARY – a trip around the world continued. 

Australia – Sydney. 

So J.D. you wanted Vibrancy, Vitality and Colour – well here they are in a plenty even 

at 11.00 at night. Our hotel is opposite the harbour and straight across from us is the 

Sydney Harbour Bridge. The Bridge is a steel arch bridge that carries traffic across 

from one side of the harbour to the other. A civil engineer told us it wasn’t technically 

a bridge as its main supports are on land not in the water. But if it looks like a bridge, 

then a bridge it is. 

Somewhat surprisingly I was unimpressed by our first view of it. Looking at it from 

sideways on it just looked like a road with a steel structure covering it. The Bridge 

crosses the narrow part of the harbour so it is not as long as many other bridges. 

However, it is the steel arch on top of the travel routes that makes it so iconic. You 

need to see it from the water to appreciate it, so today we took our habitual harbour 

tour. Just as perception can be altered by a dose of reality, so angles can completely 

alter a view of a bridge. Seen from the water front side on the Bridge did look an 

impressive structure. 

Haydn decided on our next free day he would climb the bridge. Our conversation 

went something like this: “You’re mad! What am I supposed to do while you are 

climbing the bridge?” (It takes about 4 hours to climb up, sightsee and return.) “Our 

insurance won’t allow it!” It seems to be a question of deja vue here (remember the 

wish of Jennifer to go paragliding, Ed). The clincher once again being the lack of 

insurance cover. There was some matrimonial silence for a while. Fortunately lunch 

time was near and we headed for the nearest café. 

While there I heard a wonderful expression – an Australian was telling his friends that 

he had had a terrible day. He said, “To top it all -----happened”. Back came the reply 

from one of his companions, “Yeah, that’s the kind of thing to rip your nightie off.” 

Don’t think I will be using that expression much. 

It’s not often a bride and groom come and sit next to you in a coffee lounge, but sit 

next to us they did on Sunday evening. I think the groom needs to ‘up his game’. 

When his bride looked adoringly into his eyes and asked, “What are you thinking 

about darling?” it probably wasn’t a good idea to reply,” I was wondering what time 

the rugby is on tele tonight.” 
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Today we are to go on a tour of the opera house. We were fortunate that our guide 

had been a guide for over 20 years. As well as the usual facts he was also able to pass 

on little snippets of information gleaned over his 20 years’ service. The original idea for 

a venue suitable for large theatrical productions came from the director of NSW state 

conservatorium of music, Eugene Goossens. In 1955 a competition was launched to 

choose a design. None of the finalist’s designs was thought to be innovative enough 

and the noted architect, Eero Saarinen decided to look through the many designs that 

had been rejected. Again none was thought suitable. He then looked through those 

designs that had been rejected for administrative reasons. It was among these that the 

Jorn Utzon design was found, his entry having been submitted after the deadline date. 

There were the usual delays and overspends, but the biggest problem was that the 

engineers were unable to find a way to construct the roof. They had almost completed 

the main structure before a solution was found. However, a change of government, a 

massive overspend and long delays led to Utzon resigning and a new architect was 

chosen to complete the building. The building was finally completed in 1973, having 

cost 102 million dollars (Australian). Utzon was not invited and his contribution was 

not mentioned in the official programme. 

The building was not universally well regarded but it is now said to be one of the 

wonders of the modern world. The interior is undergoing renovation works. It is not a 

totally accessible building, as I found out. Many of the areas are accessible by narrow 

twisting stairs – Haydn may not have been allowed to climb the bridge but at least he 

could climb up to the roof of the opera house. 

Why is it that town planners take a delight in ripping up roads, pavements etc. without 

any thought to the disruption they are causing? Today we went to Bondi Beach, one of 

the most famous beaches in the world. Could we access it? Could we not! The whole of 

the promenade in front of the beach had been ripped up, wire fences had been 

erected alongside the beach and the only access was through a derelict old fashioned 

toilet and café area. The plans on display showing the projected new promenade 

looked very impressive but meanwhile the area between the road and the beach was 

just one long building site. We did stroll on the beach but by this time we were both in 

a grouchy mood. Haydn didn’t think much of the famous ‘bond surf’. He said he had 

seen better waves made during the grandchildren’s bath times. 

We decided to have lunch which, whilst excellent, brought on another bout of  
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grouchiness. Why do people say, “Enjoy” but don’t finish the sentence? Enjoy what? 

The meal, the view, the trip? It drives me mad. I swear I am going to murder the next 

person who doesn’t finish the sentence. When I appear in court I will plead justifiable 

homicide as my defence – for disposing of a person who had murdered the English 

language. 

At least the weather was glorious. Not too hot. Tomorrow we embark on a four-day 

rail trip across Australia. Our train is the Indian Pacific that travels from Sydney to 

Perth. Haydn is not looking forward to this trip, but at least we have a bed, no more 

climbing up to the top bunk. 

Jennifer. 

BOOK REVIEW—A Spool of Blue Thread”  by Anne Tyler 
  
Anne Tyler grew up in North Carolina.  She is the author of many best selling books 
relating to American life and this one is her latest.  She is the Pulitzer Prize winning 
author of “Breathing Lessons” and was nominated in 1994 by Roddy Doyle and Nick 
Hornby as “the greatest novelist writing in English” and recently received the Sunday 
Times award for Literary Excellence. 
  
“A Spool of Blue Thread” narrates the four generations of the Whitshanks family and 
their lives unfolding in and around the sprawling, lovely, worn Baltimore house and a 
central focus of the story. The Patriarch “Junior” built the house when he arrived ear-
lier in Baltimore with his wife almost penniless and in search of work and which even-
tually became his home and the place where his children and grandchildren grew up. 
  
In this novel Anne Tyler shows amazing insight into issues experienced by many fami-
lies. The concerns around a difficult and troubled child with a telling comment “We 
are only as happy as our unhappiest child”and other issues dealing with the tensions 
between partners, failing mental and physical powers, family secrets, tragedy, sud-
den death and grief.  When the couple of the second generation adopt a child, the 
effects on the other siblings and the adoptive one are sensitively revealed. 
  
The “Spool” may relate to the blue thread used to repair a shirt and the trail of blue 
paint leaking down the drive and the thread that held the family together throughout 
the years and generations. 
  
I had to keep reminding myself that this was a novel and not an autobiography and I 
whole heartedly recommend this warm, subtle and compassionate novel.  
Barbara Holmes. 



20 

WHAT IS THE POINT OF METHODISM?  

An eight-part series on Methodist identity today by John S. Summerwill 

7. Methodism as the Middle Way 
 
Henry Rack's inspired title for his acclaimed biography of John Wesley, Reasonable 
Enthusiast, captures brilliantly the paradox of the scholarly evangelist and points to the 
source of so much that is paradoxical in Methodism. In Wesley's day 'enthusiasm' was 
a term of abuse, often levelled against Wesley and the Methodists in reference to the 
excesses of irrational religious excitement  manifested at Methodist meetings and the 
outbreak of  charismatic phenomena, like instant conversion, which the Established 
Church taught belonged only in the apostolic age. 'Enthusiasm' carried overtones of 
what Rack calls 'social subversion', and recalled the breakdown of authority and order 
of the Interregnum.  
 
John Wesley did cause trouble, and so did Methodism. Yet the man himself was no 
wild ranter. His sermons are systematically ordered, reasoned, scholarly, as one would 
expect of an Oxford don. In all aspects of his life, from his balanced stewardship of his 
own time and money to his disciplined and systematic organisation of activities, 
resources and people (what today we would call managerial and administrative flair), 
everything he did was underpinned by a scriptural, orthodox, reasoned theology, 
which changed in 1738 only because there was added to it the personal experience of 
the 'warmed heart'. 
 
'Reasonable enthusiasts' could be  an appropriate way of describing the Methodist 
ideal today—a key to their identity—though we would need to understand 'enthusiast' 
more in its modern meaning than in that of the 18th century. The older sense should 
not be wholly forgotten. Wesley did not despise the gifts of the Spirit (healing, 
speaking in tongues, prophecy, etc), though he was not enthusiastic about them. His 
focus was on the 'more excellent way' of love, and on the cultivation of the 'fruit of the 
Spirit'. Wholehearted response to divine love and total commitment to the service of 
God are the enthusiasms that 18th and 21st century Methodists should have in 
common.  
 
Methodists today are somewhat divided over the extent to which 'enthusiasm' is to be 
encouraged. No-one doubts that the Christian gospel calls people to a life dedicated to 
God in service given not reluctantly but wholeheartedly. Half a century ago much of 
the preaching would have been deliberately targeted at 'seeking a verdict'—a 
conversion experience involving a personal encounter with Christ—and Methodists 
then supported Billy Graham's evangelical crusades and others of a similar kind. Some 
contemporary Methodists still do. Much of Methodism, though, has grown wary of 
such approaches, and for the most part Methodist congregations wish to be warmed  
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rather than over-excited: they are embarrassed rather than uplifted by what they call 
'happy clappy' worship. It would be easy to dismiss this as the lukewarmness of the 
church of Laodicea. It may be that, or it may be the result of the tension that exists 
between reason and enthusiasm. The 'enthusiastic' tradition of Methodism 
remembers Pentecost and I Corinthians 12 and looks for a new Pentecost in 
individuals and church communities. The rational tradition of Methodism remembers 
I Corinthians 13, and is wary of mistaking wishful thinking for faith, high spirits for the 
Holy Spirit, and entertainment for worship. It expects the Holy Spirit to work in quiet, 
inconspicuous  ways. The middle ground between a dry, emotionless rationality and 
an empty-headed and ultimately godless frothiness, is not easy ground to occupy, but 
it is where 'reasonable enthusiasts' can find themselves, and it is of the essence of 
Methodism—its genius and its Achilles' heel. 
 
It is difficult for Methodists today to shout the gospel from the rooftops because 
Methodism is a moderate church, occupying the middle ground. With reason as one 
of its declared sources of theological authority, Methodism is committed always to 
looking at different points of view on controversial issues and recognising that truth is 
often difficult to find.  Before Methodists can say 'it seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us' they feel the need to study, think, pray and confer. Reasonableness makes 
for modesty and a willingness to allow that different points of view may both be 
Christian. That leads to an inclination to dialogue rather than to debate, to educate 
rather than evangelise, to choose service rather than mission, and to despise 
propaganda and the use of emotional and psychological blackmail. Modern 
Methodist preaching does not seek an instant verdict as much Georgian and Victorian 
Methodist preaching sought to do, though it does hope to educate, inspire, challenge, 
nurture and comfort. This attention to reason also makes for a church critical of some 
of its theological inheritance and sceptical about what cannot be reconciled with 
science. 
 
To be both reasonable and enthusiastic often means following  what Anglicans and 
Buddhists call 'the middle way'. It is, of course, Anglicanism, from which Methodism 
split, that has been called the via media. Methodism can equally claim to be a via 
media between Anglicanism and Dissent. That, at least, has been its historical 
location. Nowadays, though, the traditional labels do not always fit. Evangelical 
Anglicanism is often more Protestant than Methodism, and more evangelical too, yet 
since Vatican II Methodist and Roman Catholic dialogue has brought more 
commonality than was previously appreciated on either side.  
 
The desire of Methodists to be 'the friends of all and the enemies of none' also leads 
to the middle ground. Methodists are reluctant to engage in controversy, and prefer 
where possible to allow different views to co-exist. For example, even on what is for  
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most Christian churches a key question—the authority of scripture—Methodists are 
tolerant of a diversity of views, as is strikingly shown by the Conference-approved 
statement, A Lamp to My Feet and a Light to My Path (1998). This illustrates seven 
models of biblical authority which can all claim to be Methodist, ranging from the Bible 
as the inerrant word of God at one end of the spectrum, to the Bible as just a useful 
resource, secondary to reason and experience, at the other end. The Conference did 
not even attempt to choose between them and risk the schism that would inevitably 
have followed. Following the middle way means trying our best to accommodate them 
all. 
 
Where conflict is unavoidable, there are procedures and traditions that endeavour to 
minimise its impact. 18th century Methodists knew from personal experience what it 
was like to suffer intolerance, and the Wesleys taught them to 'turn the other cheek'. 
Nowadays the memory of the harm done by the schisms of the 19th century is one 
factor in promoting a concern for harmony. As Wesley said, ‘Though we cannot think 
alike, may we not love alike?’  
 
This desire to be moderate and to occupy the middle ground, committed and fervent 
yet shunning extremism, is not what the general public associate with the word 
‘Methodist’, and that is one of our difficulties today. There was a time, long ago, when 
‘Methodist’ was associated with being a strait-laced, severe, finger-wagging kill-joy, 
especially one who opposed drinking and gambling. It is doubtful if that was ever a 
true characterisation of Methodists: it certainly is not now. Indeed, it is probable that 
the vast majority of people in Britain today have no idea at all who Methodists are and 
what they stand for. Do Methodists know who we are? Do we have a clear notion our-
selves of what it is about our identity that is distinctive and valuable and worth telling? 
Perhaps we need, before it is too late, to focus more upon what the commercial world 
calls ‘brand image’ and ‘corporate identity’. We can easily summon up an image in our 
mind when we hear the words ‘Starbucks’, ‘Debenhams’, ‘Premier Inn’, ‘UKIP’, 
‘Greenpeace’, ‘Muslim’ (whether accurate or not). What do we want people to think 
when they hear the word ‘Methodist’? 
 
John Summerwill 

Psalm 117 

Praise the Lord all you nations. Extol him all you peoples. For great is his love towards 

us and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. Praise the Lord. 
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PROJECT PENNIES 

Margaret Lee would like to remind you that she is still collecting pennies and loose 
change to add to the project funds. You can collect these in whatever type of 
container you wish - the bigger, the better! Please let Margaret have your collection 
at any time.  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS. 
We received the following information from Maggie Patchett on 6th August. 
 
Please can you share this with others at Lidgett. 
This week, on Wednesday night Hurricane Earl hit Belize, coming ashore right at Be-
lize City, the worst hit area just near where I lived. While it was only a category 1 hur-
ricane (which means sustained winds of 80mph+) it was a large system and so took a 
long time to pass... and covered most of this small country.  
 
Praise God that no lives were lost, but there is extensive damage both from the winds 
and from the 5ft storm surge which hit Belize city... A city which is at or below sea 
level. The rivers are now also rising so further flooding is expected as this water from 
the mountains makes its way down to the coast. Power has been restored to most 
places, but many (including Angella) have parts or all of their roofs torn away with 
subsequent water damage to the inside. Roosevelt's manse ground floor was totally 
under water, but he has an upstairs (something many houses don't have in Belize), 
and was able to move everything but the heavy furniture up out of the way. Part of 
the roof of Belama church came off, and a section of the roof of the library of the new 
school in Belmopn - the only part of the school which is a wooden building. But, 
praise God, the ceiling didn't give way, and NONE of the books were damaged!!! 
Much of Belize City and surrounding area is still flooded. The tourist industry has 
been hit.. (the Cayes (islands) where most tourists go took a major hit) as has the 
agricultural sector.  
 
I still do not have a lot of details, but from pictures on facebook it looks bad and will 
take time to clear up and rebuild. The government there has promised to give what 
assistance they can but have emphasised that they do not have resources to rebuild 
everything.  
 
Please keep our friends and the whole country of Belize in your prayers as they set 
about the recovery work. They are a resilient people, and things will get back to nor-
mal, but it will take time, effort, money and prayer! 
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WHO’S WHO 

Ministers   Rev. Dr Daniel Mwailu  2681757 

Church Stewards   Betty Ashton   2935832 

     Daphne Barton  2664999 

     Jan Sanders   2933700 

     Jenny Dalton   2934588 

     Ruth Albiges   2665482 

     Val Faint   2663433 

Church Council Secretary  Susan Philo   2685204 

Church Treasurer   Alan Wittrick   2613392 

Treasurer’s Assistant   Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Senior Property Steward  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Senior Communion Steward Val Faint   2663433 

Room Bookings (long term) J Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Room Bookings (one-off )  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Junior Church Contact  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Pastoral Secretaries   Kathy Benson   2941059 

     Val Faint   2663433  

Worship Consultation  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Organist/Lidgett Singers  David Wilks   2932960 

Car Rota Organiser   John Wells   2661952 

Church Notices   Pat Brooke   2678506 

Editor of The Link   Stanley Pearson  2736463 

Benevolent Fund Secretary   Barbara Holmes  2686499 

Christian Aid Organiser  Heather Fry   2933784 



25 

Churches Together Rep  Barbara Belsham   2737192 

Link Distribution Manager  Joyce Toms    2933693 

Church Flowers   Margaret Lee    2663876 

House Groups   Margaret Mattocks   2668727 

     Stanley Pearson   2736463 

     Gerry Leake    2664856 

Stewardship Envelopes  Paul Nolan    2663160 

Gift Aid Secretary   Garth White    2730313 

Ladies Group Secretaries  Lynne Pullein    2665303 

     Margaret Huskisson   2666781 

Badminton    Jackie Bennett   2684914 

Church Walking Group  Peter Harper    2662310 

Drama Group    Carol Russell     2698341 

Simply Stitching   Audrey Gabbitas   2664979 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  Pat Nolan     2663160 

Church Cleaning   Angela Bowers   07749877933 

3rd Roundhay Brownies  Jan Ridsdale    2684873 

Candy Stripes    Office     2757697 

Play Centre Group   Jeanette Bartle    07985569146 

Toddler Group (Thursday)  lidgettparktodds@hotmail.co.uk 
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FLORENCE HAIR 

FASHIONS 

A Wella Premier Salon 
· Open Monday to Saturday Weekly 
· Perming, Colouring and Styling specialists 
· Competitive rates for Senior Citizens 
· Special Prices for children 
· Registered Hairdressers – of course! 
· Client Parking 
· Friendly and Helpful Experts 
Do you have a problem with transport or mobility? We operate an 
entirely free of charge collection service each Thursday and Friday. 
We pick you up and take you home again! 
Is this what you are looking for from your hair specialists? Then why 
not give us a call? Or leave a message on our after hours voice mail 
and we’ll get back to you! 

Do give us a try – you won’t regret it! 

145 Easterly Road 
Leeds LS8 2RY. 
0113 2402 556 

WHAT’S IN A NAME ANSWERS 

1 Tina Turner  2. John Wayne  

3. Jennifer Aniston 4. Tom Cruise 

5. Marilyn Monroe 6. Bruce Willis  

7. Fred Astair  8. Jane Seymour 

9. Elton John  10. Cher 

Sorry that this is not up to the standard we have come to expect from Fred. Your 

editor is a poor substitute. But see the quiz by Ed Dodman in memory of Fred in this 

issue. 
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